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In the past two years, through efforts such as expanded credit recovery, the adoption of new 
English/Language Arts instructional materials, and expanded learning summer programs, the 
District has improved student graduation rates and test scores on statewide assessments.  We 
have expanded programs for all students, including elementary sports and paying the costs for 
Advanced Placement and college entrance tests.  We must continue this critical work of 
providing our students with learning supports and programs that meet their individual needs and 
improve opportunities for every student in the District.  Assessing student progress throughout 
the District in a comprehensive and consistent manner is essential to this work.   
 
In administering the GATE, EL Redesignation, and math placement assessments that we have 
over the past years, seven hundred fifty eight (758) 1st and 3rd grade students were identified as 
requiring GATE services and five hundred fourteen (514) English Learner students were 
reclassified.  This work has allowed these students to more immediately receive services and be 
placed in programs or classes that actually meet their needs.  Implementing the assessments 
scheduled for the 2019-20 school year will allow us to further this critical work and reach even 
more of our students. 
 
Our District has for too long accepted the status quo of unacceptably low student outcomes that 
disproportionately impact our students of color, our economically disadvantaged students, and 
our students with disabilities.  The District will continue to move forward with the assessment 
schedules to meet our legal obligations to provide services to students, but more importantly to 
further our District’s values of ensuring equity, access, and social justice in our District by 
utilizing data to focus on results and continuous improvement for every student in every school 
in our District.  I hope SCTA leaders will join us in this renewed focus on student achievement.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Jorge A. Aguilar 
Superintendent 
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