


designated	  time	  periods,	  depending	  on	  whether	  the	  petition	  is	  for	  a	  start-‐up	  charter	  school	  or	  for	  the	  
conversion	  of	  an	  existing	  District	  school.	  
	  
(1)	   Start-‐up	  Charter	  Schools	  
	  
To	  begin	  operations	  for	  the	  following	  school	  year,	  a	  charter	  school	  petition	  for	  the	  establishment	  of	  a	  
start-‐up	  charter	  school	  may	  only	  be	  submitted	  between	  September	  1	  and	  March	  1	  of	  the	  prior	  school	  
year.	  
	  
If	  a	  petition	  for	  a	  start-‐up	  charter	  school	  is	  submitted	  after	  March	  1	  of	  the	  prior	  school	  year,	  the	  
petition	  will	  not	  be	  considered	  unless	  the	  petition	  proposes	  to	  begin	  operations	  for	  the	  school	  year	  
following	  the	  next	  school	  year.	  
	  
(2)	   Conversion	  Charter	  Schools	  
	  
To	  begin	  operations	  for	  the	  following	  school	  year,	  a	  charter	  school	  petition	  for	  the	  conversion	  of	  an	  
existing	  District	  school	  may	  only	  be	  submitted	  to	  the	  District	  between	  September	  1	  and	  December	  15	  
of	  the	  prior	  school	  year.	  
	  
If	  a	  petition	  for	  a	  conversion	  charter	  school	  is	  submitted	  after	  December	  15	  of	  the	  prior	  school	  year,	  
the	  petition	  will	  not	  be	  considered	  unless	  the	  petition	  proposes	  to	  begin	  operations	  for	  the	  school	  year	  
following	  the	  next	  school	  year.	  
	  
(B)	   Resubmission	  of	  petitions	  that	  have	  been	  denied	  by	  the	  Board	  or	  withdrawn	  by	  the	  petitioners	  
prior	  to	  a	  decision	  being	  made	  by	  the	  Board	  are	  subject	  to	  the	  same	  time	  limitations	  pursuant	  to	  1	  and	  
2,	  above.	  Additionally,	  a	  petition	  for	  the	  establishment	  of	  the	  same	  charter	  school	  may	  not	  be	  
submitted	  to	  the	  District	  for	  one	  year	  from	  the	  date	  of	  denial	  or	  withdrawal.	  
	  
(C)	   A	  charter	  school	  petition	  is	  considered,	  "submitted,"	  for	  purposes	  of	  the	  Education	  Code	  and	  
this	  Administrative	  Regulation	  when	  received	  by	  the	  office	  of	  the	  Superintendent.	  
	  
(D)	   If	  a	  charter	  school	  petition	  is	  submitted	  during	  the	  designated	  time	  periods,	  the	  District	  will	  
forward	  the	  petition	  to	  the	  District	  Charter	  Petition	  Review	  Committee,	  which	  consists	  of	  District	  staff	  
members	  and	  legal	  counsel.	  The	  District	  staff	  members	  will	  review	  the	  petition,	  paying	  particular	  
attention	  to	  those	  aspects	  of	  the	  petition	  that	  relate	  to	  the	  staff	  member's	  own	  District	  department	  or	  
division.	  Legal	  counsel	  will	  review	  the	  petition	  for	  general	  compliance	  with	  the	  law.	  The	  District	  may	  
be,	  but	  is	  not	  required	  to,	  indicate	  to	  charter	  school	  petitioners	  deficiencies	  within	  the	  charter	  petition.	  
	  
(E)	   Within	  30	  days	  of	  receipt	  of	  a	  charter	  school	  petition,	  the	  Board	  shall	  hold	  a	  public	  hearing	  on	  
the	  charter	  to	  determine	  the	  level	  of	  support	  for	  the	  petition	  by	  teachers,	  other	  employees,	  
parents/guardians,	  students,	  and	  community	  members.	  Charter	  School	  petitioner(s)	  must	  appear	  at	  
the	  hearing	  and	  provide	  testimony	  to	  the	  Board.	  
	  
(cf.	  9320	  -‐	  Meetings	  and	  Notices)	  
	  



(G)	   Within	  60	  days	  of	  receipt	  of	  a	  charter	  school	  petition,	  or	  within	  90	  days	  with	  the	  consent	  of	  the	  
petitioner(s)	  and	  the	  Board,	  the	  Board	  shall	  either	  grant	  or	  deny	  the	  petition.	  
	  
(H)	   Prior	  to	  beginning	  operations,	  a	  charter	  school	  must	  request	  a	  charter	  school	  number	  from	  the	  
State	  Board	  of	  Education	  at	  a	  State	  Board	  of	  Education	  Meeting.	  According	  to	  the	  California	  
Department	  of	  Education,	  a	  request	  for	  a	  charter	  school	  number	  from	  the	  State	  Board	  of	  Education	  
must	  be	  submitted	  to	  the	  State	  Board	  at	  least	  six	  weeks	  prior	  to	  the	  date	  of	  the	  State	  Board	  Meeting.	  
	  
III.	   Requirements	  for	  Charter	  Petitions	  
	  
(A)	   The	  following	  criteria	  for	  a	  charter	  petition	  incorporate	  the	  requirements	  of	  the	  Charter	  Schools	  
Act.	  Charter	  petitioners	  are	  responsible	  for	  ensuring	  that	  submitted	  charter	  petitions	  conform	  to	  the	  
requirements	  of	  the	  Charter	  Schools	  Act,	  including	  any	  amendments	  thereto	  enacted	  after	  the	  
effective	  date	  of	  this	  regulation.	  In	  addition	  to	  the	  requirements	  stated	  below,	  the	  District	  expects	  
charter	  petitions	  to	  be	  accompanied	  by	  all	  charter	  school	  policies	  and	  regulations	  outlined	  in	  Section	  I	  
(B)	  of	  this	  Administrative	  Regulation,	  as	  well	  as	  the	  articles	  of	  incorporation	  and	  bylaws	  of	  the	  
nonprofit	  corporation	  that	  will	  operate	  the	  charter	  school,	  if	  applicable.	  
	  
(B)	   Charter	  petitioners	  shall	  submit	  four	  (4)	  printed	  copies	  of	  the	  charter	  school	  petition,	  as	  well	  as	  
twenty-‐three	  (23)	  electronic	  copies	  of	  the	  charter	  school	  petition	  on	  CDROM.	  	  A	  charter	  school	  petition	  
submitted	  to	  the	  district	  Board	  shall	  include:	  
	  
(1)	   The	  name,	  address,	  and	  telephone	  number	  of	  the	  lead	  charter	  school	  petitioner(s).	  
	  
(2)	   The	  names,	  addresses,	  telephone	  numbers,	  original	  signatures,	  and	  dates	  of	  original	  signatures	  
of	  those	  persons	  endorsing	  the	  charter	  school	  petition.	  The	  petition	  form	  must	  indicate	  that	  a	  copy	  of	  
the	  charter	  school	  petition	  was	  attached	  to	  the	  form	  so	  that	  petitioners	  	  
	  
	   were	  able	  to	  review	  it	  prior	  to	  signing	  the	  





(d)	   The	  governance	  structure	  of	  the	  school,	  including	  but	  not	  limited	  to	  the	  process	  to	  be	  followed	  
by	  the	  school	  to	  ensure	  parent/guardian	  involvement.	  
	  
(e)	   The	  qualifications	  to	  be	  met	  by	  individuals	  to	  be	  employed	  by	  the	  school.	  To	  ensure	  the	  
appropriate	  evaluation	  of	  certificated	  employees,	  all	  charter	  school	  principals	  (or	  the	  equivalent	  
position)	  shall	  hold	  at	  least	  a	  teaching	  credential	  (See	  Education	  Code	  47605	  (1).)	  
	  
(f)	   The	  written	  procedures	  that	  the	  school	  will	  follow	  to	  ensure	  the	  health	  and	  safety	  of	  students	  
and	  staff.	  The	  school's	  health	  and	  safety	  procedures	  shall	  be	  integrated	  as	  part	  of	  the	  charter	  petition	  
and	  shall	  include:	  
	  
(i)	   The	  requirement	  that	  each	  school	  employee	  furnish	  the	  school	  with	  a	  criminal	  record	  summary	  
as	  described	  in	  Education	  Code	  44237.	  If	  the	  charter	  school	  is	  operated	  by	  a	  nonprofit	  corporation,	  any	  
officer,	  director	  or	  employee	  of	  the	  nonprofit	  corporation	  that	  will	  have	  contact	  with	  students	  in	  the	  
course	  of	  his	  or	  her	  official	  duties	  shall	  also	  furnish	  the	  school	  with	  a	  criminal	  record	  summary	  as	  
described	  in	  Education	  Code	  44237;	  
	  
(ii)	   The	  adoption	  of	  policies	  consistent	  with	  the	  Brown	  Act	  (Government	  Code	  54950),	  the	  Public	  
Records	  Act	  (Government	  Code	  6250,	  State	  conflict	  of	  interest	  laws	  (the	  Political	  Reform	  Act	  
(Government	  Code	  87100)	  and	  Government	  Code	  1090),	  the	  Child	  Abuse	  and	  Neglect	  Reporting	  Act	  
(Penal	  Code	  11164),	  the	  Individuals	  with	  Disabilities	  Education	  Rights	  Act	  ("IDEA";	  (20	  USC	  1400),	  the	  
Americans	  with	  Disabilities	  Acts	  (42	  USC	  12101),	  Civil	  Rights	  Acts,	  including	  Title	  VII	  of	  the	  1964	  Civil	  
Rights	  Act,	  the	  California	  Fair	  Employment	  and	  Housing	  Act	  ("FEHA";	  Government	  Code	  12900),	  the	  
Age	  Discrimination	  in	  Employment	  Act	  ("ADEA";	  29	  USC	  621),	  Section	  504	  of	  the	  Rehabilitation	  Act	  of	  
1973	  (29	  USC	  794)	  ,	  Education	  Code	  220,	  the	  uniform	  complaint	  procedure	  (5	  Code	  of	  Regulations	  
4600),	  Family	  Educational	  Rights	  and	  Privacy	  Act	  ("FERPA";	  20	  USC	  1232g)	  and	  the	  No	  Child	  Left	  Behind	  
Act	  ("NCLB";	  20	  USC	  6301);	  
	  
(iii)	   Annual	  training	  for	  staff	  provided	  by	  competent	  trainers	  on:	  
	  
A.	   sexual	  harassment	  prevention,	  as	  required	  by	  Government	  Code	  12950.1	  (such	  training	  may	  be	  
provided	  biannually	  if	  consistent	  with	  applicable	  law);	  
	  
B.	   the	  mandated	  reporter	  requirements	  under	  the	  Child	  Abuse	  and	  Neglect	  Reporting	  Act;	  
	  
C.	   anti-‐discrimination	  laws	  applicable	  to	  charter	  schools,	  including	  FEHA	  and	  Education	  Code	  220;	  
and	  
	  
D.	   the	  uniform	  complaint	  procedure	  (UCP);	  
	  
(iv)	   The	  adoption	  of	  the	  District's	  policy	  and	  regulation	  regarding	  the	  use	  of	  volunteers	  (see	  District	  
Board	  Policy	  and	  Administrative	  Regulation	  1240);	  and	  
	  





	  
	   charter	  school,	  including	  plans	  for	  disposing	  of	  any	  net	  assets	  and	  for	  the	  maintenance	  and	  
transfer	  of	  student	  records.	  
	  
(5)	   A	  "reasonably	  comprehensive"	  description,	  within	  the	  meaning	  of	  Education	  Code	  47605(b)(5)	  
shall	  include,	  but	  not	  be	  limited	  to,	  information	  that:	  
	  
(a)	   Is	  substantive	  and	  is	  not,	  for	  example,	  a	  listing	  of	  topics	  with	  little	  elaboration.	  
	  
(b)	   For	  elements	  that	  have	  multiple	  aspects,	  addresses	  essentially	  all	  aspects	  of	  the	  elements,	  not	  
just	  selected	  aspects.	  
	  
(c)	   Is	  specific	  to	  the	  charter	  petition	  being	  proposed,	  not	  to	  charter	  schools	  or	  charter	  petitions	  
generally.	  
	  
(d)	   Describes,	  as	  applicable	  among	  the	  different	  elements,	  how	  the	  charter	  school	  will:	  
	  
(i).	   Improve	  student	  learning.	  
	  
(ii).	   Increase	  learning	  opportunities	  for	  its	  students,	  particularly	  students	  who	  have	  been	  identified	  
as	  academically	  low	  achieving.	  
	  
(iii).	   Provide	  parents,	  guardians,	  and	  students	  with	  expanded	  educational	  opportunities.	  
	  
(iv).	   Hold	  itself	  accountable	  for	  measurable,	  performance-‐based	  student	  outcomes.	  
	  
(v).	   Provide	  vigorous	  competition	  with	  other	  public	  school	  options	  available	  to	  parents,	  guardians,	  
and	  students.	  
	  
(6)	   	  Charter	  petitions	  must	  also	  include	  information	  regarding	  the	  proposed	  operation	  and	  
potential	  effects	  of	  the	  school,	  including,	  but	  not	  limited	  to:	  
	  
(a)	   The	  facilities	  to	  be	  utilized	  by	  the	  school.	  The	  description	  of	  the	  facilities	  shall	  specify	  where	  the	  
school	  intends	  to	  locate.	  
	  
(b)	   The	  manner	  in	  which	  administrative	  services	  of	  the	  school	  are	  to	  be	  provided.	  
	  
(c)	   Potential	  liability	  effects,	  if	  any,	  upon	  the	  school	  and	  upon	  the	  district.	  
	  
(7)	  	   Charter	  petitions	  must	  also	  include	  financial	  statements	  that	  include	  a	  proposed	  first-‐year	  
operational	  budget,	  including	  start-‐up	  costs,	  and	  cash	  flow	  and	  financial	  projections	  for	  the	  first	  three	  
years	  of	  operation	  
	  
(C)	   In	  addition	  to	  the	  above	  referenced	  requirements,	  a	  charter	  school	  peti



conduct	  the	  student	  assessments	  required	  by	  Education	  Code	  60605	  and	  60640	  and	  any	  other	  student	  
assessments	  applicable	  to	  students	  in	  noncharter	  schools.	  
	  
(D)	   A	  charter	  school	  petition	  must	  also	  demonstrate	  that	  the	  charter	  school	  shall	  meet	  all	  
applicable	  requirements	  of	  the	  federal	  No	  Child	  Left	  Behind	  Act.	  
	  
(E)	   A	  charter	  petition	  must	  be	  accompanied	  by	  all	  policies	  and	  procedures	  (however	  described,	  
including	  without	  limitation	  regulations,	  handbooks	  or	  guidelines)	  to	  be	  adopted	  and	  adhered	  to	  by	  the	  
charter	  school	  and,	  if	  applicable,	  the	  bylaws	  and	  articles	  of	  incorporation	  for	  the	  organization	  that	  
operates	  the	  charter	  school.	  
	  
(cf.	  6011	  -‐	  Academic	  Standards)	  
(cf.	  6162.5	  -‐	  Student	  Assessment)	  
	  
IV.	   Proposition	  39	  Facilities	  Requests	  
	  
(A)	   In	  processing	  requests	  for	  facilities	  submitted	  by	  charter	  schools	  pursuant	  to	  Proposition	  39,	  
the	  District	  will	  adhere	  to	  Education	  Code	  47614	  (Proposition	  39)	  and	  applicable	  regulations	  adopted	  
thereunder,	  as	  such	  are	  amended	  from	  time	  to	  time.	  
	  
(B)	  



date,	  the	  Board	  shall	  either	  grant	  or	  deny	  the	  request	  for	  renewal.	  
	  
(B)	  





training	  (such	  as	  a	  sign-‐in	  sheet).	  This	  report	  may	  be	  included	  with	  the	  charter	  school's	  annual	  
certification	  to	  the	  District.	  Records	  of	  all	  such	  training,	  including	  sign-‐in	  sheets,	  shall	  be	  maintained	  by	  
the	  charter	  school	  for	  a	  minimum	  of	  three	  years	  and	  shall	  be	  availabl



	  
The	  District	  will	  consider	  placing	  a	  link	  to	  the	  official	  website	  of	  any	  charter	  school	  it	  has	  chartered	  on	  
the	  District's	  website.	  The	  District	  will	  also	  consider	  placing	  a	  summary	  description	  of	  the	  charter	  
school's	  program	  on	  the	  District's	  website.	  However,	  in	  order	  to	  be	  eligible	  to	  enter	  into	  an	  agreement	  
with	  the	  District	  to	  have	  a	  website	  link	  or	  description	  on	  the	  District's	  website,	  the	  charter	  school	  must	  
establish	  that	  it	  is	  in	  compliance	  with	  all	  relevant	  District	  policies	  and	  regulations,	  its	  own	  charter	  
petition,	  as	  well	  as	  all	  state	  and	  federal	  laws	  listed	  in	  Section	  I(B)	  of	  this	  Administrative	  Regulation.	  The	  
District	  will	  evaluate	  each	  request	  by	  a	  charter	  school	  	  
	  
to	  be	  listed	  on	  the	  District's	  website	  on	  a	  case-‐by-‐case	  basis	  and	  the	  District	  has	  the	  sole	  discretion	  to	  
determine	  whether	  or	  not	  to	  grant	  such	  a	  request	  by	  the	  charter	  school.	  
	  



 


